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AUSTRALIAN TELECOMMUNICATIONS USERS GROUP AWARDS 
Statement by Minister for Industry and Enterprise 

MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn — Minister for Industry and Enterprise) [9.09 am]: I am very pleased to 
inform the house of Western Australia’s success at the prestigious 2008 Australian Telecommunications Users 
Group Awards held in Sydney last week. The ATUG Awards recognise the achievements of people and 
companies that are working to advance the use of communications services, which are now so critical to business 
growth, competitiveness and efficiency.  
Western Australia won five categories of the awards—a tremendous recognition of our exceptional skills in 
telecommunications and broadband services. Information and communications technology plays a large role in 
the growth of the state’s economy not only through ICT products and services, but also as an enabler for other 
industries. The potential for the state in the ICT realm is incredible and I am very excited about the opportunities 
that are still to come. 
A key area of development has been the facilitation of three major broadband-related initiatives to improve 
telecommunications in regional and Indigenous communities—the Ngaanyatjarra lands telecommunications 
project, the Kimberley broadband solutions project and the Emergency Connect WA project. Work on these 
projects was honoured at the Australian Telecommunications Users Group Awards, with the Department of 
Industry and Resources and project manager Anson Cheng recognised for their efforts in securing funding for 
the projects. Mr Cheng won the award for excellence in communications management, while the Department of 
Industry and Resources won the national broadband award for rural and remote areas for the Ngaanyatjarra lands 
telecommunications project. 
Other Western Australian winners included iiNet for carrier of the year, AMCOM for best communications 
solution—small business, and neal.IT in Esperance for national broadband services—business. I should also 
mention that AMCOM received a special mention in the best communications solution—large business category, 
and the Western Australian Department of Education and Training was highly commended in the national 
broadband services—education category. 
I also want to acknowledge Western Australian ICT expert Jim Ellis, who won the achiever award at the 
seventeenth annual WA Information Technology and Telecommunications awards last week. I had the honour of 
representing the Premier and presenting the award to Mr Ellis and, from all accounts, it is well and truly 
deserved.  
 


